THE DAY AFTER DEATH.

of this imposing procession of stars, which circulate around
him, like so many courtiers paying him homage.

Thus, the sun is the heart of our planetary system ; every-
thing is drawn, everything converges towards him.

Half-informed persons will exclaim, " What can he more
simple ! The sun being six hundred times the size of all the
other stars put together, the phenomenon of the condition of
all those stars around the sun is explained by the law of at-
traction, which prescribes that bodies shall attract in propor-
tion to their mass. If the sun attracts the stars of our world
to itself, it is because his mass is greater than that of all the
other stars collectively/' But such an answer would be erro-
neous, involving the common error of taking a word for a
thing, an hypothesis for an explanation, of putting a term of
language in the place of a logical consideration. When
Newton conceived the hypothesis (and the phrase) of re-,
ciprocal attraction of mattery he was careful to state that he
only proposed to characterise by a name a phenomenon which
in itself is entirely inexplicable, and of which we know no-
thing but the exterior mode of its manifestation, that is to
say, the mathematical law. We know that bodies go to-
wards each other in the ratio of their masses, and in the in-
verse ratio of the square of their distances; but why do they
go towards each other ? This is what we do not know, and
what we probably never shall know. If, for the word attrac-
tion we were to substitute the word electrization, or, as Kep-
pler did, the words affection, sympathy, obedience, &c., we
should have a new hypothesis, with a new name, bat the